
 
Internship (2nd year master level) 

Position: Research assistant   Subject: Vulnerabilities of small islands 
Full time, 3 to 6 months, over the period March-September 2019 (to be agreed) 

The CERDI (http://uca.cerdi.fr/ ) is offering a 3-to-6-month internship position in economics, 
based in Clermont-Ferrand, France. The candidate will assist researches on the vulnerabilities 
of small islands, including economic vulnerabilities, vulnerability to climate change and natural 
disasters, socio-political and governance issues. The main tasks of the intern will consist in 
specific reviews of the literature, building and managing databases, generating data and 
indicators, and econometric tests. Participation to scientific workshop would be also planned. 
These researches contribute to the research axis on “sustainable development” of the project 
IDGM+ led by Ferdi and supported by the French government since 2012 through a LABEX 
funding (https://idgm.org/en/presentation ), and to the research axis “Risks of natural disasters 
and socio-economic vulnerability” of IDEX/I-SITE CAP 20-25 of the University Clermont 
Auvergne funded by the French government since 2017 (http://i-site-clermont.fr/ ). These 
researches have benefited from long-standing collaborations with researchers from other 
universities such as the University of La Réunion, but also from the Agence Française de 
Développement, that are renewed particularly with the launch of the Agence’s new strategy 
“Trois Océans” in 2018 (https://www.afd.fr/fr/une-nouvelle-strategie-pour-le-groupe-afd ).   

Tasks:  
 Reviews of the literature. 
 Building and managing comprehensive databases and indicators. 
 Strengthening collaborations with existing projects or institutions. 
Requirements: 
 2nd year master level  
 Solid background in development economics and econometrics. Knowledge of the 

subdomains of vulnerabilities and small islands is not required but would be an advantage.  
 Experience with building and managing database, generating data. Excel, Stata. Experience 

with using geolocalized data and softwares would be an advantage.   
 Willingness to work in team, working knowledge of English. 

What we offer: CERDI offers an exciting research environment, with working groups and 
seminars. The full-time position is available for a duration of 3 to 6 months over the period 
March to September 2019 (to be agreed). The remuneration will be approx. €580 per month. 
Clermont-Ferrand is a provincial medium-size town that offers a safe life environment close to 
the Natural Park of Auvergne Volcanoes (http://www.auvergne-tourism.com). The University 
of Clermont Auvergne gathers 35,000 students with a strong international openness 
(http://en.ucaweb.new.uca.fr/ ) 

Application and selection process (Fully completed applications only will be examined):  
Online applications only, till 15th of February 2019. Candidates must apply by sending the 
following documents to michael.goujon@uca.fr (same contact for further information) with in 
the subject “CERDI Internship”: 
1- A detailed curriculum vitae (and copies of degree certificates) 
2- A motivation letter exposing the understanding of the tasks and required skills. 
3- Two recommendation letters or two references with contact details.  
4- A sample of written works would be appreciated. 

  



 
Vulnerabilities of small islands 

The researches are based on previous works led at the CERDI and Ferdi that have covered 
human development, inequalities and poverty (Feindouno and Goujon, 2018, Goujon, 2008, 
2009, Goujon et Hermet, 2012, 2013, 2015, Goujon et Hoarau, 2015, Goujon et Rivière, 2016), 
economic vulnerability (Cariolle et al., 2016, Goujon et al, 2015a) vulnerability to climate 
change (Closset et al, 2017, Feindouno et al., 2016, 2017, Goujon et al., 2015a, 2015b, Goujon 
et Magnan, 2018). Short discussions on the link between human development and 
vulnerabilities in small island context appear in Goujon (2017) and on human development, 
vulnerabilities and the political status in Goujon (2018).       
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