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The Cushioning Effect of 
Immigrant Mobility: Evidence 

from the Great Recession in Spain

ABSTRACT

This paper provides the first direct evidence on how the geographical mobility of immigrants cushions 

natives during a labor demand shock. Spain was one of the hardest-hit economies during the Great 

Recession. Faced with a drop in the local labor demand, immigrant workers moved within Spain or left the 

country, generating significant decreases in local labor supply. Focusing on this episode, I use microdata 

from municipal registers and longitudinal Spanish administrative data to study the effects of outflow of the 

immigrant population from provinces on the wages and employment of the natives. I build a shift-share 

instrument based on the past settlements of the immigrant population across Spain to instrument outflows 

and argue for a causal relationship. I find that outflow of immigrants slowed down the decline in 

employment and wage of natives, especially of those with higher substitutability with immigrants. Moreover, 

I find that increased transitions from unemployment and inactivity to employment drive the positive 

employment effects, while wage effects are limited to those who were already employed. These findings 

reveal that the higher geographical mobility of immigrants cushions the natives during a demand shock.

Read the paper (https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nzx5PNjR7QAlPaKSilDdKreEonTeUgTH/view?

usp=sharing)

Register(https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%

2Fregister%

2FWN_tSl43fDHTOiFPKk0vERXYA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQgEDqJz0ckWWy8smUz5hkr5XawQ

)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nzx5PNjR7QAlPaKSilDdKreEonTeUgTH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nzx5PNjR7QAlPaKSilDdKreEonTeUgTH/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Nzx5PNjR7QAlPaKSilDdKreEonTeUgTH/view?usp=sharing
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_tSl43fDHTOiFPKk0vERXYA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQgEDqJz0ckWWy8smUz5hkr5XawQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_tSl43fDHTOiFPKk0vERXYA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQgEDqJz0ckWWy8smUz5hkr5XawQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_tSl43fDHTOiFPKk0vERXYA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQgEDqJz0ckWWy8smUz5hkr5XawQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_tSl43fDHTOiFPKk0vERXYA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQgEDqJz0ckWWy8smUz5hkr5XawQ
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_tSl43fDHTOiFPKk0vERXYA&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNEQgEDqJz0ckWWy8smUz5hkr5XawQ


Cem Özgüzel(https://sites.google.com/view/cemozguzel/home)

OCDE(http://www.oecd.org/)

IC Convergences Migrations(https://www.icmigrations.cnrs.fr/)

https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-

19(https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-

webinar-19)

https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-19
https://sites.google.com/view/cemozguzel/home
https://sites.google.com/view/cemozguzel/home
http://www.oecd.org/
https://www.icmigrations.cnrs.fr/
https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-19
https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-19

	Partager cette page
	Junior Migration Webinar
	The Cushioning Effect of Immigrant Mobility: Evidence from the Great Recession in Spain
	Abstract

	In the same section


