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Cash Transfers and Migration: 
Theory and Evidence from a 

Randomized Controlled Trial

with Eric Mvukiyehe and Olivier Sterck

ABSTRACT

Will the fast expansion of cash-based programming in developing countries increase international 

migration? Theoretically, cash transfers may foster international migration by relaxing liquidity, credit, and 

risk constraints. But transfers, especially those conditional upon staying at home, may also increase the 

opportunity cost of migrating abroad. This paper evaluates the impact of a cash-for-work program on 

migration. Randomly selected households in Comoros were offered up to US$320 in cash in exchange for 

their participation in public works projects. We find that the program increased international migration by 38 

percent, from 7.8 percent to 10.8 percent. The increase in migration appears to be driven by the alleviation 

of liquidity and risk constraints, and by the fact that the program did not increase the opportunity cost of 

migration for likely migrants.
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Register(https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%

2FWN_Z5MrBbQrQMmPMlNl0h3YGw&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFQgjrBjPfT8dp0aacbGRbJTDDx4Q)

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1kPWu5i_tHFzdSnNL3sO-FV903y83p7Do/view
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_Z5MrBbQrQMmPMlNl0h3YGw&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFQgjrBjPfT8dp0aacbGRbJTDDx4Q
https://www.google.com/url?q=https%3A%2F%2Fus02web.zoom.us%2Fwebinar%2Fregister%2FWN_Z5MrBbQrQMmPMlNl0h3YGw&sa=D&sntz=1&usg=AFQjCNFQgjrBjPfT8dp0aacbGRbJTDDx4Q


 

Jules Gazeaud (https://www.julesgazeaud.com/)

NOVAFRICA(https://novafrica.org/)

Jules Gazeaud holds a  from Université Clermont Auvergne.PhD(http://www.theses.fr/2019CLFAD021)

https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-

17(https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-

webinar-17)

https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-17
https://www.julesgazeaud.com/
https://novafrica.org/
http://www.theses.fr/2019CLFAD021
https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-17
https://cerdi.uca.fr/english-version/webinar-series-on-the-economics-of-migration/junior-migration-webinar-17

	Partager cette page
	Junior Migration Webinar
	Cash Transfers and Migration: Theory and Evidence from a Randomized Controlled Trial
	Abstract

	In the same section


