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ABSTRACT
Senegal has launched a national strategic plan to extend universal health care and reach 70% coverage by
2022. This plan has three objectives: an enhancement of free health care initiatives, a reform of compulsory
health insurance, and the development of community-based health insurance. This thesis comprises four
chapters focusing on free health care programs (first and second chapters) and community-based health
insurance (third chapter) on the one hand and the political economy of health financing reforms on the
other hand (fourth chapter). The first chapter investigates inequalities in access to free health care for
children under five. The second chapter has a particular focus on non-communicable diseases and
analyses ethical principles of rationing dialysis care. The third chapter analyses the role of conditional cash
transfers on community-based health insurance uptake and their impact on health service utilization and
direct payments. The fourth chapter is a comparative analysis of health financing reforms undertaken in ten
low and middle–income countries, including Senegal.
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