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SUMMARY OF THESIS

Access to rehabilitation care is one of the most important health strategies in line with promotion, 

prevention, treatment, and palliative care within the international community. This thesis fits into the 

economic literature on the inclusion of rehabilitation care in low-and middle-income countries (LMICs). The 

aim is to provide an assessment of current and potential coverage of physical and functional rehabilitation 

care for persons with disabilities with the final objective to contribute to more inclusive health systems in 

LMICs for the most vulnerable people. The chapter 1 is a situational analysis of physical and functional 

rehabilitation in LMICs. The second chapter focuses on the analysis of rehabilitation in Cambodia, while the 

third one provides some inputs from Rwanda’s perspective. These two countries have been studied to 

concretely understand how physical and functional rehabilitation services are financed, managed and 

covered by state and non-state actors. Overall, the thesis underlined that every country has a different 

starting point for the inclusion of rehabilitation in the universal health coverage (UHC). The aim for all 

LMICs, committed to the UHC, is to make access to quality, affordable health and rehabilitation care a 



reality for all people. However, the process to reach this objective is difficult to answer for most countries, 

but certain pathwayscan ensure success.
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